The_ Isaae Corwin House : ’ '  HABS~NJ-628
Borough of Chester - ' '
Horris County, New Jorsey HARS

@ | NT
| | - CHi e
7z -

PHOTCGRATEHS
. WRITTEN HISTORICAL AND DLBCRIITIVE DATA
; District of Wew Jersey

Rahvay, Hew Jercey



- HABS=NJ=628 o

Page 1 HABS
NT

-;L};,(’;HECJ

%

‘Phe Tsaac Corwin House

Borough of Chester
Morris County, New Jersey

Owner: (and occupant) Miss Eliza L. Topping (since decd.)
Date of'Erectién: About 1800

Architect: Unlknown

Bullder: Isaac Corwin (1l759-1830)

Present Condition: Original, falrly well maintained

Number of Stories: Two and one~half, with garret and
cellar :

Materials of Construction:

Foundation = stone masonry

Lxterior walls - timber frame, clapboarded

Interior walls - lath and plaster on studding

Chimneys « brick, two bullt Into lnside of
east gable end wall, and one free standing

Roof =~ pgambrel, wood shingled, Tin roofing
over same on lower slope

Histarical Data:

The identification of this housé, 1lts original
and succeeding oners, ls the result of search in :
documentary evidences contemporary with the subject and

is reported as follows:

Isaac Corwins born 7 April 175¢, son of John
Corwin of lattituck, Long Island, and hig first wife
Sarah Hubbard, died lst Movember 1830 in Chester Towne
ship, Morris County, having marrled Experience Reeves
(born 15 Anril 1759, died 15 August 1839) and emigrated
"during or &t the end of the Revolution and settled
neayr Chester and Flanders, Norris Jounty, on the Black
River", He had fourteen children.(a) The ownership of

(a) Edward T, Corwin, The Corwin Gencalogy In the United
States, publ, 1872, ppe. 98 and 120,
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the land on which stands the house héere consgidered
has bpeen traced to this Isaac Corwin, and ilts
design and details indleating its late 18th century
erection, contemporary with his arrival In Chester,
the deduction is made that the house was then built
for hime. It is still known locally as "the old
Corwin place",

By deed of 13 January 1829, Isaac Corwin
and wife Experience, abovenamed, of Chester conveyed
to James Topping of same place, for $1400, the 53
acre tract there extending nor thwest from a frontage
on "the Washington Turnpilke Road" and "the Road which
leads to New Brunswick”, belng respecctively the modern
State Highways numbers 24 and 31 in the Borough of
Chester,

James Topplng the grantee of 1829 as above,
was born lst June 1780, sixth of the seven chilldren
of William Topplng (1743~7 June 1822) and his wife
Sarah Sandford Topping (1749-28 Feb, 1837 ) who had
come from Bast Hampton, Song Island, to liorrls County
before that date and occupied the farm later owned by
John Carlyle, known In 1895 zs the W, J. Taylor place,
At 15 years James Topplng was apprenticed to Jonathan
Scudder of Westfleld (Union County)} cablnet maker,
and at 22 married there Sarah Karsh#, After serving
his time, he and anothor young man bought out Scudder,
and continued the business there for a year, when he
gold hils iInterest back to Scudder, removed to Chester,
in Morris County, bought the clace known in 1895 ag
that of George Hedden and resided In the house (still
standing in the latter year), nearly opposite the shop
in which he continued business many vears, At 30 he
purchased the homestead from hig father, and about
50 years later "bought the property on which he lived
untll the time of hls death, and moved upon the farm
he bought of Reeves (sic) Corwine. This house was
uilt about 1800, About the time he bought the
Corwin place he became a member of the Presbyterian

% Cf. Marriage records publ. 1929 in Corm, Hist, of
Presb. Ch, In Westfleld 1728-~1928, p. 448 viz,
"Fames Tappin and Sally Mash 10 April 1801%", (sic)
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Church of. whieh he wos always a zenerous supporter.'{c)

The gravestone Iingeriptions in the
Pregbyterian Churchyard in Chesber include among
tuelve in this surname, those of James Topping, who
dled 16 September 1874 aged 94 years, 3 mog, and 16
days and of Sayah wife of James Topplnw who dled 17
October 1854 ih her 74th year, who were the above-
gald second owners and occupsnts of the houvse here
surveyed, Their children wero: 1. Eliza who died
3 Get, 18638 aged G7«7«0 unmarLied, 2, Cherles drowned
by acelident sged 4 jearsy 5. _hry Arnn born 7 July 1809,
died 11 Hay 18“0, "1r@ of renry Hedges, 4, Bvert, a
professor at Frinceton Polle’e and In Baltimore, 5.
Jene died aged 27, wife ol John 5. ltunt, G, Theodore
who died G Deccuber 1873, 7, Ceorge died aged 27
ummarried, snd 5. 3arsh Augusta horn 27 February 1826,
died £8 Februsry 1915 unmarried,(e)

In his will of 25 Ilarch 1374, James Toppling
abovesnid of {hicster éﬂvi;ou inter al., to Bliza L,
Topping devgliter of his deccasced son Theodore, the
pert of his (teut“uor'u) "homcscc d Fa 'n,}ginﬁ on the
nortihy side of the blic Fowd", and to his daughter-
inelaw Fellise . Tcpplnb one-hzlf thwe "ronts, lszues,
and vrofitbs" uhblGOf, to bils deushters lary “nn Fedres
and Sarab Ay Topoing und grandchildren sgrebvella H.
Piersen end [iichard k. Funt the rewmainder of his home-
stead farm ecqually amon themy also to the last three
nared two~thirds of the minersls on sszid ferm, they To
pay 1500 to the Trustees of the Fivst Fresbhyterian
Chureh of Chester in 1878 if “hat sum zocrued then,
and to hils daugnter-in-law Nellle E. Topoing and nis
sropddaashier Zliza I, Toppling the remaining third of
phe m,nc,“]u, with beguests Lo otiher helrs nwmed.
Testator ventioned 2 new "fouse lately ereccted on sald
homestead farm' fopr his sold daughter-in-law, and
appointed Lyman 1. ﬁwcrsoq .6 e:ecutor.

(c) Reve Theos e Chambers, Zarly Jermans of Hew Jerzey,
nubl, 1825, pr. 53L-03%. Uho name Reeves Corwin
In the cuctation above 18 a2n crror for Isasc Corwin
as sec deed of 1329 clted supia.
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Nellie E. Topping abovenamed was widow
of testator!s son Theodore Topping who died 6
December 1873, Evidently she married seccndly
Lyman Hs. Plergon, also named above, for, as Nellile
E, Pierson of Chester Township, she devised by her
will of 11 Wovember 1905 to her son Ernest Lyman
Fiergon {(if living at time of her death and other-
wise to her daughter Bliza Lyon Topplng) all the
estate bequeathed by her late husband Lyman He
Pierson, She died 6 June 1912,

- By deed of 1¢ June 1831, Ernest Flerson
the devisee ebovesald, with wife Florence conveyed
to sald Eliza Iiyon Topping his inherited interest
in tho "Fomestead Farm of which James Topping died
seized in the year 1874%, describing it as situated
on "both sides of the Turnpilke Road leadinz from
Chester Village to Coopers Mills, conbtaining about
30 acres", and by this and similar conveyances from
other neirs, the said granddaughter Eliza Lyon
Topping came into possession of their half interest
thereln, she being the devigsee of the other half,
The last named was the owner and occupant of the
house {(here considered) at the time of our survey
in 1930, and dicd Iater in the same year, She
informed us that the smaller of the two rooms in
the rear wing was used by her grandfather James
Toppling as hiis workshop.

A recognized type of mansion house design
standardlzed In the last decede of the 18th century,
as 1g evident' in heighth of storles increased over
that of orecaedlng worl, in lighter scale of wood
moldings, window muntins end door panels, ctc.s this
particular example departs from the norm In raving
a palr of chimneys in but one gablc end, the omission
of same in the otler end being somewiat supplied by a
single cdolmney built fres standing some Ffeet inside
that gable cnd. The part dbrick and part stone rear
wing 1s remarkable also, and with the chimney last
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mentioned may remain from an earlier house here
partly demollished and incorporated into the present
housge, :
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